intuition to realise that this confusion between the 'public good' nature of education and the intrinsic demands of business is likely to create difficulties in other areas of education as well. Responses to these developments range from viewing them as a return to the Lancaster-and-Bell system of the 19 th century, where one teacher could manage up to a thousand students through monitors, to enthusiastic praise associating these spaces with better pedagogy, improved student performance and linking them with notions of innovation and the requirements or expectations of the needs of the 21 st century.
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Solicited Opinion Pieces have been invited, again in response to several articles in the media (see References) that have reflected criticism of the concept of the new learning environments. The invited writers show a range of responses. The first, by a practitioner (Nikki Urlich, Deputy Principal of Campbell's Bay Primary School in Auckland), shows enthusiastic commitment to the concept. The other two are written by academics whose current research focuses on schools with the new environments. Graham McPhail questions whether the ILE and integrated curriculum can support teachers' and students' conceptual development. Leon Benade provides some contextual background to the development of these new spaces, wonders a little about the use (and abuse) of language and terminology, suggesting not only that the media reports situate themselves in some ironic language spaces, but that they cast a flawed impression based on their prioritisation of space (a point also made by Urlich).
